184            A HISTOEY OF THE MARATH^ PEOPLE

The Moghuls had overrun Shivaji's southern conquests.
Let the Marathas retake Jinji and all its fertile districts
and the provinces torn by the great king from Bijapur.
This second ambition realised, it would be time enough to
set in motion their armies against Delhi.

Bajirao replied that the way to restore their finances
was to plunder the rich provinces of Hindustan and not to
waste their strength and treasure in the barren plains of
the Deccan. He drew a vivid picture of the deeds oT
Shivaji, who with far less resources had defied the Mughal
empire in its heyday, He excited Shahu's cupidity by
dwelling on the indolence, the imbecility, and above all, 031
the wealth of the Moghuls; and he stimulated his religious
zeal by urging him to drive from the holy land of IHuxrat-
varsha the outcast and the barbarian. The orator's
reasoning might have boon wasted, but for his transcend-
ent personal qualities, The commanding stature, whinh
all but reached the low ceiling of the royal pulace, the
rich, clear voice, the bold virile features, the dark, imperi-
ous eyes that forced attention, and above all, the rare
felicity of diction that for centuries has been tbo peculiar
gift of tho Ohitpavan Brahman, produced an irresistible
effect. At the close of a lofty peroration, the minister
fixed on Shahu his glowing gaze and said;

(< 8triko, wtnko at tho trunk and thu branches \vill fall of themselves.
Listen Imt to my counsel and J shall plmU the Mamthu bunncr on thr
walls of Attock."

Khetoric succeeded whoro argument might have failed.
Shahu, completely carried away, cried with blazing eyes:
"By heaven! You shall plant it on the throne of tbo
Almighty!"*

It was, however, sometime before Bajirao could fulfil
his dazzling promises. The finances had to bo put in
order, troops raised and the royal authority strengthened*

* Grant XML The learned author has wrongly translated "Kinnar Khand!"
The phraao in Shahu's month did not mean the country beyond the Jtimalayaa,
tat the celestial regions.